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is not sent away to another tribunal, but is irremissibly
condemned to death as an enemy to public security
and to human society. "One should always respect
the princes, always serve them, whatever they may
be, good or bad, for there is an inherent holiness in
the royal character, and the prince does not lose
through his crimes the quality of a seignior/'

In principle this system is very different from
tyranny. 'The absolute government is not an arbi-
trary government/' for the king has the duty of gov-
erning according to the laws. But should it please
him to follow his caprices only, "there is no power
capable of controlling him"; princes are gods, they
"share in the divine independence/' The result is that
the king has duties, but his subjects have no rights,
consequently no means of recalling to him his duties,
and of obliging him to fulfill them. The subjects owe
perfect obedience to the prince. To the violence of the
princes they can only oppose respectful remonstrances,
without mutiny, and without a murmur, and should
offer prayers for their conversion. "So the king ought
not to be a tyrant, but he can be one in perfect secur-
ity/' There is no co-active force against the prince.
His power must be such that no one can hope to
escape from it. The people must fear the prince, but
the prince must fear only to do evil.

Louis XIV. formulated a similar theory in his in-
structions to his grandson: "You must be convinced
that the kings are absolute lords, and have naturally
the full and entire disposal of all that they possess, as
well through the church as through the secular powers.
By the same right all that is found in the extent of